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Puget Sounds
Volume 51 Issue 6 
         JUNE 2020

On Sunday May 18th 1980 at 832am, Mount St. Helens erupted, this was also during our 7th annual 
swap meet, here are some stories from fellow members.
Forty years ago, I was at the Seattle swap meet area 30 selling some treasures I had collected when Mt. St. Helens erupted. 
Significant memories from the past, sorry there will not be any for 2020 Swap meet.  
Elmo Lewis
See more on page 3.



    2020 PSRG WHO’S WHO
        President- Mike Rees 
425-941-8992 m23krees@frontier.com

   Vice-President- Paul Keller 
425-418-0587 paul@gwyachtclub.org
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com
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Program Coordinators
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            Committee Chairs
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Activities Coordinator-Bob Merz  
425-827-9110 bob@merzagency.com

Fall Banquet - Your Name here ?

48th Annual Early Ford V-8 Car Show 
and Picnic-  Your Name here ?

Historian-Rick Mann
425-481-0544 rimarija@aol.com

Librarian-Rick Mann
425-481-0544 rimarija@aol.com

Membership/Rosters-Guy Generaux
206-423-7563 Guy.G@journal-newspa-
pers.com

MeetingRaffle-Dick Jauch
360-387-1580richard.jauch@frontier.
com

Refreshments- 
Ken Stobbe 425-33792 kenstobbe@
frontier.com

Sunshine-Dick Jauch
360-387-1580 richard.jauch@frontier.
com

PSRG Summer Picnic- Your Name 
here ?

Swap Meet- Elmo Lewis  
425-888-2118 bevelmo@comcast.net
 
www.seattleautoswapmeet.com

Tour of The Year-Guy Generaux
206-423-7563 Guy.G@journal-newspa-
pers.com

Welcome-Guy Generaux
206-423-7563 Guy.G@journal-newspa-
pers.com

Puget Sounds is published by the Early 
Ford V-8 Club PSRG #18 solely for the 
enjoyment and use of its members, and to 
present a forum for the personal stories of 
the staff and contributors. 
The Puget Sound Regional Group #18 
does not endorse any opinions nor does 
it warranty information contributed by 
any individual. Articles, Comments and 
Information are greatly solicited and may 
be sent to the Editor:
  Scott Jenkins
 editor@efv8psrg.org
  206-778-9097

We are pleased to have items for publi-
cation in other newsletters when credit is 
given to the source.
Submissions are requested by the 19th of 
the month prior to publication.
Note: The Early Ford V-8 Club PSRG #18 
respects our members and friends confi-
dentiality and privacy. We do not make our 
mailing list available to other organizations.

The Puget Sound Regional 
Group meets on the second 
Thursday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. At Haller Lake 
United Methodist Church 
located at:13055 1st Ave 
NE, Seattle, WA 98125 
Unless scheduled at a special location.
Board meetings start at 6:00 pm at same 
loaction and date as the monthly general 
meeting.
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That was the weekend of PSRG Swap Meet in Monroe.  My daughter and I drove out early morning to bring treats for the workers 
in the club booth. We got caught in the cloud of ash and decided to continue north and get to the fair grounds.  I had only had 
my car for a month so was upset when the ash got heavy. At the fairgrounds our members came to my rescue headed by Dick 
Flynn. They cleaned the air filter and other engine parts and told me to stay put till the ash calmed down.  I was unsure about 
traveling back to Ballard, but the Ford guys all assured me all would be ok.  Gary Ellingson collected ash for me to use in making 
my ceramics.  The ash made the “clay” firm and needed sanding before applying the glaze.  I was very happy that the Ford guys 
came to my rescue.  Cheryl and I made it home safely thanks to the Ford club crew. 
Patty Foster

The swap meet wasn’t closed, it was still open. On Sundays there is a lot less people. Mount St. Helens erupting didn’t really 
affect us on this side of the state and with us being way up there. If anyone from the swap meet was going to Eastern Washing-
ton now that would have been tuff. I wasn’t a member in 1980, I had my twin boys to take care of. That Sunday I was taping a 
movie from my TV to my VHS player. I heard something and went outside, my neighbor lady wanted to know what that was, didn’t 
know. Years later I was watching a tape on my TV (you have to know I still have a VCR) and words started crawling on the screen 
(chyron) that Mount St. Helens erupted! I yelled something and then I realized I was just watching a tape from Sunday May 18th 
1980 at 832am. I know a lot of glass blowers that make items out of the dust, a gemstone that someone named Helenite are all 
still being sold. Yeah, it was a big deal.
Rick Mann

At that time I lived in Ballard.  The car Bill Steil and I took was “Old Smoky”.   The car got a small dusting of ash that day and he 
would always point that out years later as he NEVER washed any of his cars.  Some he would dust off with a rag but never put any 
water on them.  
I clearly recall when the mountain erupted, I heard it and it rattled the windows in the house I was renting in the Crown Hill area.  
After seeing the news that morning, I went out and could see to the south the cloud of ash.  Bill still wanted to go to the small 
car show which was ironically very close to where I moved to in 1984.
Michael Dermond 



      Presidents 
Words

Mike Rees

General Meeting 
Minutes

 Mark Keenholts
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        Board/ General Meeting May 14th 2020

The meeting started at 6:30 PM via ZOOM due to the 
distancing guidelines. President Mike Rees thinks two 
more months of remote meetings are likely.

Robin Ordonez reported there were about 80 cars on 
David White’s “Power Tour” to Tenino.
Keeping members connected during this “distancing” 
time was a concern of Robin’s. The National Drive 
Your V/8 Day was suggested. It was suggested we 
could cruise someplace as a group. The date is June 
20th. Other north end events were mentioned by 
Dave Ellis.

President Mike Rees shared Bob Merz’s list of activity 
chair positions for a proposed Western National Meet 
in 2022. It was suggested Bob (who was not present) 
be asked to add budget projections to each category. 
We are still just studying the feasibility of hosting 
such a meet.

Lois Lowman, who is recovering from the virus, is 
still not quite ready for a club “drive by” at her house. 
We wish her the best!
Postings for the news letter “What have you done on 
your V/8 lately” were called for.

Scott Keenholts pointed out our membership is more 
important  at this point in time than a drive to host 
a National meet. We need to reach out to members 
through several means to keep it from dwindling 
because we can’t get together right now.
It was reported the Greenwood Car Show has 
been cancelled but a cruise of some sort may be 
substituted.
The meeting ended at 8:05PM.

Secretary, Mark Keenholts

Hello V8ers, 

Last Thursday,  we held the May board meeting 
followed by an informal meeting for members 
who joined us via Zoom’s video conferencing 
platform. Several items were discussed in-
cluding the cancellation of the Greenwood Car 
Show on June 27th and the inability to hold 
our regular monthly meeting until the Covid 19 
crisis abates.

We feel now is the perfect time to encourage 
member to join together for summer driving 
events. Our cars provide the required social 
distancing and your Early Ford would really 
enjoy getting out of the garage. Saturday, June 
20th, is National Drive Your Early Ford V-8 Day.

We are planning a club drive that day in mem-
ory of club members who have died within the 
last year. Within the next week, we will email 
the details of our drive route and ask members 
to let us know if they intend to participate.

Driving an old ford is NOT a requirement. Drive 
whatever you have. Just help celebrate memo-
ries and the club.

 

Take care,
Mike



Guy Generaux

Leads & Needs
Leads & Needs listings are free for club members.  All listings will 

run for 3 months unless they are renewed or terminated early.  List-
ings will be dated so you will know when they expire.  

Contact Scott to have them kept in another month or to have them 
removed earlier.
E-mail your listing to the newsletter editor at editor@efv8psrg.org.

or call 206-778-9097
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Membership

Lead: 1953 Merc 4 door ,green and white,91973 
miles. Gary Duff engine installed but not hooked up
asking $12,000, appointment only. Glorrian Nau
425 488 1883

Lead: Hi V8ers, a swap meet guy, Gary Ellingson, is 
not coming to the swap meet this year. He is based 
out of Sunnyside. He is selling a bunch of Ford/Merc 
stuff. He was a club member, he would like to sell this 
stuff to club members. Trina talked with him and might 
have some more specifics. She said he is 86 years 
young and having health issues. 
He is selling:

1.	 model A chassis and/or parts (apparently 
several)

2.	 running 1951 Lincoln v8 engine
3.	 Ford engine, Trina says it’s a 37A and it’s 

running. 
4.	 A 1940 Merc frame
5.	 Several transmissions from the 30s to the 50s. 

if you are interested, let us know and we will give you 
his phone number. Mike and Trina Rees 425-941-
8992 m23krees@frontier.com

Lead: 4 nice 16” Ford wheels stripped & straight-
ened, now ready for paint, $80 for all.
2 nice 24 stud heads $50 a pair.
Early V8 intake manifold $25.
1941 2 door super delux sedan with lots of acces-
sories including original radio, original heater etc. 
First place early Ford V8 national meet at Hood River. 
$24,500.  Jim Barbee. Maple Valley, WA 425-432-
2115

Lead: 1949-1951 Lincoln/Ford 337 CI  Flathead.  
Comes with radiator and truck bell housing and clutch 
setup.    $500.00. Truck trans available if interested. 
Call John Mathers 425 788 3772

Need: 1935-41 Ford frame or the back half of the 
frame. Scott your editor editor@efv8psrg.org or call 
206-778-9097

More Leads and Needs on page 6

Our Next Meeting:  For June it will be 
Remote only. 

Via telephone - 1(253) 215-8782 . You will 
be asked to enter the Meeting ID, and then 
the Password: Meeting ID: 764 8011 9920 
Password: 611067

Via zoom, you can use the following URL, 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76480119920?p
wd=L3cxRW9uSFAxK212M2QrVHNqQ05J
dz09

Or just open your Zoom app and join using 
the Meeting ID and Password above 

Input for the July Newsletter Deadline is 
June 20th or there abouts
Send Input to: editor@efv8psrg.org

http://tdn.com/lifestyles/longview-man-co-writes-book-about-the-gilmore-oil-company/article_a90cb72e-d8cd-11e4-bde6-c763768c0e7e.html
http://tdn.com/lifestyles/longview-man-co-writes-book-about-the-gilmore-oil-company/article_a90cb72e-d8cd-11e4-bde6-c763768c0e7e.html


6

Need: Early Ford V8 Times magazine the first three+ years (Vol 1, Issue 1 through Vol 4 Issue 2) and a few 
years following my father’s death (Jul/Aug 2010 to Sep/Oct 2016). If any of you have any of these volumes 
and would be willing to part with them, please let me know.  Thanks. Dean Louis Arnold, dean.arnold@LCSI-
Inc.com 206.499.7145.

Need: Lee Peterson 425-553-6020 needs a trunk lid and hinges from a 1935-36  Ford Coupe or a 1937-38 
Ford Cabriolet but not the Club Cabriolet, also a convertible top for a 1935-36 Ford and the back end of 
the body of 1935-38 Ford Coupe.

Photo Below: a Flying Jeep, Ford built more than 650,000 of them for World War 2

 Ford's police SUVs will heat up to 133 degrees to disinfect the interior

DEARBORN, Mich., May 27, 2020 – Ford has designed a new heated software enhancement to pilot with its 
Police Interceptor Utility – one that law enforcement agencies across the country can utilize to help reduce the 
footprint of the COVID-19 virus.
The latest example of smart vehicle technology, this software solution is available immediately on all 2013-19 
Police Interceptor Utility vehicles in the United States, Canada and other countries around the world.
The solution is simple: Bake the vehicle’s interior until viruses inside are inactivated. Using Police Interceptor 
Utility’s own powertrain and climate control systems, this software solution enables vehicles to elevate pas-
senger compartment temperatures beyond 133 degrees Fahrenheit, hotter than Death Valley on its hottest 
day, for 15 minutes – long enough to help disinfect vehicle touchpoints.
Once activated, via the vehicles data port and without passengers,  the vehicle’s powertrain and climate 
control systems work together automatically to elevate passenger compartment temperatures. The software 
warms up the engine to an elevated level, and both heat and fan settings operate on high. The software au-
tomatically monitors interior temperatures until the entire passenger compartment hits the optimal level, then 
that temperature is maintained for 15 minutes.
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V-8 Club
The Online Store

Books & Accesories

The Forum
Restoration Help

www.efv8.org

2020 National News

FORD FACT

Presented by the Early Ford V-8 Foundation

Henry Ford and Thomas Edison
were lifelong friends. 

As requested by Ford,
Thomas Edison’s son captured 
Edison’s last exhale in a test tube
and sealed it with a cork. Ford kept
the tube as a memorial to Edison’s
“life and breath.”

Early Ford V-8 Club of America

Drive Your V-8 Day

Your Membership
Info Up To Date?

Harbor Freight Jack Stand Recall

Club Books

For The Latest News About 
The V-8 Club

Visit The Website
www.efv8.org

Was your membership info in
the 2020 Membership correct?

If not, you need to contact Cor-
nerstone to update it. You can call
(866) 427-7583 or send in changes
using the membership form that
comes with your V-8 TIMES. Indi-
cate it is an update to your membe-
ship info.

If you’re a registerd user at the
club website - www.efv8.org - you
can acceaa your membership info
and make the changes yourself.

Bottomline - you’re responsible
for keeping your membership info
up to date.

Don’t Delay -  it today! 

The Good Humor Man delivers cold treats on these hot days in this 1949 Ford truck.
EARLY FORD V-8 CLUB ON THE ROAD, St. Louis RG #124

Mary Rogers, Editor

May II

The Harbor Freight jack stands
that we've all bought, borrowed or
seen in our friends' garages are
being recalled due to a risk of col-
lapsing under load. Go check yours
immediately.

The recall document says that
the problem could affect more than
450,000 6-ton jack stands produced
between 2013 and 2019 and nearly
1.3 million 3-ton jack stands pro-
duced between 2012 and 2020. 

These jack stands were sold

Did you take your V-8 out on
“Drive Your V-8 Day” 2020?

Did you take a picture?
Don’t forget to submit the best ones

(not more than four, please!) along with
a short description of what you did or
what the photo(s) depict to the V-8
TIMES. E-Mail your pictures (put “Drive
Your V-8 Day” in the subject line) by
July 15 to v8times@cox.net or mail
them to P.O. Box 16630, San Diego, CA
92116.

Your photos and captions may ap-
pear in the V-8 TIMES. It could be your
chance for a cover shot! 

San Diego RG #19 on 
Drive your V-8 Day 2019

under the Pittsburg brand name,
and can be identified by item num-
bers 56371 or 61196 on 3-ton mod-
els, and 61197 on 6-ton models. 

Harbor Freight urges anybody
in possession of affected jack
stands to return them to the store in
exchange for a gift card equal to
the price of the stands. Any unsold
jack stands covered by the recall
have been removed from stores. 

Check on your buddies and
spread the word around—these
jack stands are ubiquitous, and a
failure like this could be fatal. 

While you’re locked down, this
is a good time to check out the
Club books to help with your
restoration.

If you’re having your V-8
judged at a meet, you can chal-
lenge a deduction by using the
Club book on your car as a refer-
ence.
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What Are You Working On ? ? ?
Please send me some photos or stories of What You Are Working On to editor@efv8psrg.org
Rob Manelski is working on two 1940 Ford pickups, here are some of his excellent frame repairs, notice how he 
creates a puzzle to strengthen the new joints
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    Cars never seen on the road 
Brought to our attention from Guy Generaux and Mark Vinson
Hello V8ers! Some of you may have seen this circulating on the internet. It caught my eye and rekindled an intrigu-
ing story about one of our late club members.
Enjoy!   Guy Generaux

Below please find a collage of concept cars that never made it to production, including some stellar examples from 
Ford Motor Company. 
An interesting connection to this display is Car #10 - a 1954 Oldsmobile Rocket F88, which was owned by the late 
Gordon Apker in Des Moines, south Seattle. Gordon was a member of our PSRG V8 chapter for many years. If 
you’ve belonged to our group for some time, you may have been lucky enough to visit his magnificent collection 
on one of our club tours and even seen the F88 before it was restored. Gordon's ’54 Olds Rocket was one of just 
two known to still exist (only three verified roadsters were produced). I’m not privy to how Gordon originally 
acquired the car - he owned and dealt numerous rare and grand vehicles over the years. He was an astute collector 
and likely never lost money in any of his automotive transactions. With this particular car however, Gordon hit the 
motherlode. After intensive research and documentation of the Rocket’s historical provenance and completing a 
thorough restoration, Gordon took it to Barrett/Jackson in 2005. It was touted as one of the featured cars of the 
event. At the time, the eye-popping sale set a record price for any vehicle that ever had crossed the stage in the 
history of the auction. The dramatic televised bidding war remains perhaps the top singular highlight of any Bar-
rett/Jackson experience. See following summary.
The car was expected to sell for maybe as much as $750,000, and car collector Alan Jones expected his bid of 
$550,000 to quickly be hammered “Sold!” at Barrett-Jackson’s 2005 Scottsdale sale.

Suddenly, a bidder wearing a red Ferrari baseball cap upped the bid and launched a battle with Jones that Au-
toWeek magazine called “the most emotional 10 minutes of automotive television in recent history.” 

Craig Jackson called it “a moment you may never see again.”
This bidding battle included as many as seven participants, but very quickly became very personal between Jones, 
in his orange University of Tennessee hat, and “the Ferrari hat guy,” who turned out to be Alan Leventhal, curator 
of a new car museum in Colorado. The escalating bidding didn’t end until Leventhal won, spending $3.24 million of 
his boss’s dollars for the 1954 Oldsmobile F-88 concept car.



10

Cars never seen on the road  Continues here....1955 MERCURY D524 Concept, used for testing air condition-
ing, power assisted doors and fiberglass usage. Ford sold it {Thankfully not crushing it} to George Barris and he put 
it in the in the 1964 Jerry Lewis’ movie “The Patsy”.

1954 Ford La Tosca,named after the Giacomo Puccini opera, was only a 3/8ths scale 
model, but was maneuvered by remote control.

1955 Lincoln Indianapolis, Styled by the 20-something Felice Mario Boano formally 
from the design house of Ghia
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The Piersons car club from Inglewood at Sally's 
restaurant, from the book “Hot Rods as they 
were” by Don Montgomery 1989
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   WIN this 1957 Mercury Montclaire 4 door Hardtop!
The National Capital Regional Group #36 of the Early Ford V-8 Club is raffling off this incredible Mercury on 
September 5th, 2020. Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the Early Ford V-8 Foundation Museum in Auburn, 
Indiana.

To get tickets call 260-667-3775 for credit cards or send check or money order with a 
self addressed stamped envelope to: 1957 Mercury, PO Box 284, Auburn, IN 46706
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Sunshine
Dick Jauch

    Dick’s computer still needs some Sunshine.

Dick Jauch, Sunshine Committee Chairman.

Hello Folks, Dean Arnold is trying to gather pictures 
of our current meberships motorcars for our website:
https://efv8psrg.org/club-gallery/ 

Members can send items to Dean via email, text, or 
postal carrier.  If the latter, the pictures need to be 
photo quality and Dean will be happy to send them 
back when he’s finish scanning them..
Here’s Dean’s  contact information:
 Dean Louis Arnold
2412 E McGraw St
Seattle, WA  98112-2634
206.726.4904 (home/office – NO TEXTs)
206.499.7145 (mobile/text)
dean.arnold@LCSIInc.com
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    Update on the Early V8 Ford Museum

In these difficult times, financial concerns are taking a toll on families and businesses. Well, Museums 
are also suffering the consequences. The Early Ford V-8 Museum in Auburn, Indiana, is closed and has 
been for weeks now. Cash flow is limited to proceeds from Ebay sales, our online Ford Store sales and 
cash donations. It’s barely enough to sustain operations. Salaries and utility bills still need to be paid, as 
well as insurance, telephone, internet bills, etc.

Of course many people are affected financially. Many are out of work or have taken pay cuts; many have 
investments that they depend on which have dropped dramatically in value. It’s a tough time the likes of 
which the world hasn’t seen since the Great Depression. But life has to go on.

For some, life has stayed pretty much the same: they invested wisely, have incomes from generous pen-
sions, perhaps have more than ample resources from which to draw, own an essential business that’s con-
tinuing to do very well, etc. If you feel that you are among those fortunate individuals, please consider 
supporting, or continue your support for, the Early Ford V-8 Museum and help us sustain our operations.

Your family comes first and foremost; your business, if you have one, is certainly near the top of your list 
of priorities; local health care facilities also need your help. Museums are not essential entities, we under-
stand that. But when this disaster subsides, we all hope to get things back to as close to normal as before. 
All we ask is that you keep the V-8 Museum in your thoughts and somewhere on your list.

The recent CARE Act makes some important changes in taking advantage of tax breaks for donations to 
charitable organizations such as the Early Ford V-8 Museum:

• Even though your RMD (Required Minimum Disbursement) has been suspended for 2020, you can still 
make Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) to the Museum.

• If you take the Standard Deduction on your 2020 tax return (the one that you’ll file in 2021), you can 
claim a new “above-the- line” deduction of up to $300 for cash donations to a charity you make this year. 
Normally, you have to itemize on Schedule A to get a tax break for charitable donations. In this case, 
though, it’s the other way around—if you itemize, you can’t take this new deduction; if you use the stan-
dard deduction, you can.

If you itemize on Schedule A of your tax return, you can claim a deduction for your charitable donations. 
The amount you can deduct for cash contributions is generally limited to 60% of your adjusted gross 
income (AGI). However, the CARES Act lifts the 60% of AGI limit for cash donations made in 2020 (al-
though there’s still a 100% of AGI limit on all charitable contributions). That means itemizers can deduct 
more of their charitable cash contributions this year, which will hopefully boost charitable giving.

To make a cash donation online, please go here: http://www.fordv8foundation.org/donate.html
Or you can call the Museum at 260-927-8022
or mail a check to P.O. Box 284, Auburn, IN 46706.

Thank You for Your Support !

Web Site: fordv8foundation.org
Ford Store: fordv8foundation.org/store
Ebay Store: ebay.com/str/fordv8foundation
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Lane Motor Museum is one of the few museums in the U.S. to specialize in European cars. Some cars are in show-
room condition, while others represent typical aging. Efforts are made to restore each vehicle to near-original speci-
fications. https://www.lanemotormuseum.org/  located in Nashville, TN. Whilst perusing their website I came across 
some lovely divergence in locomotion.
Aero-Sled Replica- 1915-Introduced in 1914, the Aero-Sled Company of Chicago, Illinois, marketed their propel-
ler-powered vehicle as both a practical means of winter transportation and for the new winter sport, motorized 
ice-sledding!

Auto Red Bug with Aerothrust Engine- 1924
The A.O. Smith Company of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, produced the “Auto Red Bug”, and, while gasoline-powered Red 
Bugs were produced, most were fully-electric runabouts. The Guinness Book of World Records lists the Flyer/ Auto 
Red Bug as the least expensive production car of all time, citing a 1922 ad that listed them for $125. For perspective, a 
1924 Ford Model T cost $265; a much more practical vehicle, but at more than double the price. As such, many of the 
electric Auto Red Bugs were used by resorts and the wealthy as novelty go-karts. Stock Auto Red Bugs were not pow-
ered by a propeller, but the car seen here does have an earlier Aerothrust propeller engine attached to it. The aftermar-
ket Aerothrust engine had been a popular addition to rowboats, canoes, and even bicycles in the years following WWI. 
The “Magnalium” dual-fuel alloy twin weighed 50 pounds and produced 3 horsepower. “It burns gasoline or kero-sene, 
and any man, woman, or child can operate it.” The ingenious mount allowed for variation in height and angle, and 
could be installed or removed in under a minute.



Lane Motor Museum coverage continues here
Citroën 2CV Bicephale “Cogolin” Replica- 1952
The fire and rescue service in Cogolin, France, were using a Citroën 15-6 Traction Avant as part of their fleet. One 
night while on patrol, Colonel Hourcastagné found the narrow mountain road blocked. Unable to turn the car around, 
he was forced to reverse down the road for several miles aided only by a fireman with a small flashlight to guide the 
way. This incident gave him the idea for the need of a robust vehicle that could be driven forwards or backwards with 
the same ease.  This is how the “two-headed” 2CV came to be (bicephale is loosely translated as “two-headed”). Two 
front sections were welded together. The two parts function independently; each with its own engine. It remained in 
service for 20 years with its peculiar appearance causing major distraction when passing other motorists on the road. 
The first paint scheme of the Bicephale “Cogolin” carried the number “60.” Kinda like Dr. Doolittle’s Pushmi-pullyu

Daix Piano Pedal Car- ca.1930
In the early 1920’s, Gaston Daix, a highly-skilled piano maker with a factory in Pessac, near Bordeaux in the south 
of France, made this unusual ark-like pedal car with a craftsmanship that embodies the timelessness of an elegant 
musical instrument. The Daix Manufacturer of Pianos began in 1926 and operated until 1963. The streamlined, 
upside-down boat-like shell utilizes a difficult “Lapstrake” construction method. One of the most surprising details 
about the Daix is the unique method of entering and exiting. The Piano Car opens up in the center, articulating at the 
very front and back ends. When opened, the recumbent seat and mechanical structure of a bicycle—forks, pedals, and 
crank, are all revealed. When seated inside, the halves are brought down and latch together, tight across the handle 
bars. The wooden turret on top allows sight-lines of the road while keeping the weather out, but is also completely 
removable for warm sunny days.



Lane Motor Museum coverage continues here
Martin Stationette-1950
James V. Martin was a prolific inventor who spent years designing cars that he hoped someone would be willing to 
produce.  The Stationette in front of you is his last attempt.  Produced by Commonwealth Research Corp. in New 
York City, NY, this car is an all-wooden monocoque construction.  It features no axles, shock absorbers, or propeller 
shaft which Martin claimed made it cheaper to build.  It was designed to fit the needs of the suburban commuter – as 
popular acceptance would greatly ease traffic congestion.  The Stationette was shown at the 1954 World Motor Sports 
Show and offered as “America’s economy car of the future.”  Martin failed to convince anyone to produce this car.  Like 
the two cars he had previously designed (the Martin Aerodynamic and Martin Martinette), the Stationette remained a 
one-off prototype. Ultra Woodie ?

Helicron- 1932 
Constructed in 1932, this one-of-a-kind, propeller driven car was discovered in a barn in France in 2000 having been 
placed there by the original owner in the late 1930s. Little could be seen of it through the rubble. It was completely 
rebuilt but many of the mechanical components are original, such as the frame, wire wheels, dashboard, steering 
wheel, steering gear, brake pedal, light switch, headlights, and the type plate. The wood frame was sandblasted and 
treated, the steering gear was rebuilt, and the interior was upholstered. The car steers with the rear wheels and only 
those wheels have springs. It is currently equipped with a Citroën GS engine with the propeller coupled directly to the 
crankshaft. The Helicron passed the French safety inspection in 2000 and is approved for use on their roads!
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Lane Motor Museum coverage continues here
Dymaxion Replica- 1933
Buckminster Fuller had a long and productive career. He was a visionary that worked in many fields, from the envi-
ronment to architecture. The Dymaxion, which is an acronym for DYnamic MAXimum TensION, was his most famous 
automotive project.
In 1933, Fuller convinced socialite and friend Anna Biddle to fund the building of the Dymaxion. Progress was rapid, 
as it was the Deep Depression, and the only thing in short supply was money. In March 1933, Fuller rented a work-
shop in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and hired a crew. In less than two months, a running chassis was done, and car #1 
(of 3) was finished July 21, 1933. Built in only five months, it was sold to Al Williams of the Gulf Refining Company. 
Unfortunately, on October 27, 1933, car #1 was involved in an accident, killing two of the three occupants. It was 
repaired, and Gulf Oil continued to use it for promotional purposes.
Construction for car #2 began on September 25, 1933, and pre-sold to Fred Taylor, a London businessman. By the 
time the car was completed on January 6, 1934, Taylor did not want the car. Car #2 cost $7,688.00 to build (about 
$130,000 today).
In January 1934, Evangeline Stokowska commissioned car #3, which was finished in October 1934, and immediately 
displayed at the World’s Fair. The Stokowska’s took delivery of car #3 in November 1934, and sold it in September 
1935. Fuller kept car #2 as a demonstrator, and in May 1935 while Fuller was driving with his wife and daughter, the 
car overturned. Fortunately, no one was seriously injured.
No more orders were forthcoming, and by 1935 Fuller was out of money, and the business closed its doors. Car #1 was 
destroyed in a fire in 1939; car #2 is the only survivor, and is now at the National Auto Museum in Reno, Nevada. It is 
believed car #3 was cut up for scrap in the 1950s.
 
The Dymaxion project lasted less than two years – a very short time. In most books about Buckminster Fuller, the Dy-
maxion is barely mentioned, or it might get one page of coverage, since Fuller was best known as the inventor of the 
Geodesic Dome. Although not a commercial success, the Dymaxion combined four unique features: 1. A fully stream-
lined body; 2. Rear-wheel steering; 3. Mid-engine/front-wheel drive; 4. A unique 3-frame chassis with the rear frame 
supporting the rear wheel, the middle frame supporting the engine and connecting to the front wheels, and the front 
frame supporting the body.



More stories from or about Pete Lowman, this one from the V8 Foundation, from 2011

Woodinville-to-Auburn 
—or Bust!

The story of a husband and wife 
and their 5,000 mile round-trip in 
a 1936 Ford Pickup.

           his story actually begins in April, 2005, when Lynda   
!!!!!!    !Kuppler of Port Orchard, Washington, contacted us to 
!!!!!!  !  ask if the Foundation would be interested in a Ford 
Laboratory Test Set that was meticulously restored by her late 
husband, Jim. Instead of selling it, she wanted to donate it to us. 
(See Jul-Aug 2007 NEWS) Well, we sure were interested in it, 
but how would we get it all the way to Auburn, Indiana? Lynda 
said she’d love to bring it to Auburn with her son someday, so 
we accepted the donation and 
Lynda agreed to keep it safely 
stored until it could be trans-
ported.
     Unfortunately, Lynda’s trip 
never materialized, and a few 
attempts to have a Foundation 
member pick it up and trans-
port it also fell through. And 
time marched on.
     Then, Pete and Lois Low-
man, friends of Lynda’s who 
live in Woodinville, Wash., 
offered to take the test set to 
Auburn. They were planning 
on driving their 1936 Pickup 
to the Central national Meet in 
August anyway, so why not 
bring the test set? They had 
room. They also had a lot of 
spunk! That’s a long drive in a 75 year-old truck —alone! 
That’s right. 2,383 miles one way and no one in a modern vehi-
cle would be following them. They were on their own.
     Here’s a day-by-day account of their “adventure”, as Lois 
called it:

Wednesday, August 17, 2011
7:15 AM
Odometer 7042

Test Set padded and wrapped in plastic and tied in place.
Jerry can with spare gas locked in place, Þre extinguisher in 
accessible location.
Nice drive across Washington, temperature a moderate mid 
to upper 70’s.
Pickup running rough will change out coil in the morning.
Spent the night at the Wallace Inn in Wallace, Idaho.

Left Wallace 7:15 AM  
Stopped to Antique in St. Regis, MT.  Picked up dual snail 
ink well w/milk glass snails.
Stopped in Missoula for lunch, heard noise - found generator  
bearing bad!

Pulled generator and took to local shop. They replaced front 
& rear bearing and armature. Had ready for me at 10:30 
the next morning. Installed the backup coil but ran worse. 
Went back to original coil and got back on the road at 
12:35PM.

Stayed Friday night in Butte, didn’t want to pull the Conti-
nental Divide in the late afternoon. Put backup condenser 
on original coil. Running great! Headed for Homestake Pass 
on the Continental Divide at 6375 ft. Cleared the summit at 
43 mph. in high gear.
Stopped in Columbus, MT for gas and about ten miles down 
the road everything died! Called AAA for tow into Billings. 
Arrived around 3:00 pm. Called several local V-8 club mem-
bers and left message. Got a call from Al Jenkins. He 
thought he could help as he had a new coil/condenser that 
would work. Al Jenkins & Jerry Coch arrived around 5 pm. 
Installed new coil & condenser. Engine runs smooth and 
quiet.
NEVER LEAVE HOME WITHOUT YOUR CLUB AND NATIONAL 
ROSTER.

Went to bed early in preparation for three 
very long days to make up lost time. 
Sunday 584 miles/11.5 hrs. 
Monday 543 miles/10.25 hrs.   
Tuesday 437 miles/9.25 hrs.

Arrived in Auburn around 5:00 pm, checked 
into Motel and off loaded personal gear and 
went to the EFV8 Museum to deliver the Test 
Set. 

Met Frank Scheidt and several other members 
from the Foundation and they helped to get 
the test set out of the pickup and into the 
museum. 
 
We enjoyed the rest of the week at the Meet.
We were surprised to receive a special award 

for transporting the Test Set to the Museum.
We were also pleasantly surprised to win 3rd place in Touring 
Class with our  ”work truck“!
Having our name drawn to win the neon Ford V-8 sign was 
frosting on the 
cake!

Thanks to all the 
hard workers that 
put so much time 
into an excellent 
Central National 
Meet.

Finally Thanks to:  
My wife of 55 
years Lois Marie, 
and our Great 
little 1936 Ford 
Pickup.

Odometer Start: 7,042  End :11,982 =  4,940 total.

—Pete Lowman

Page 8 Oct-Nov-Dec 2011
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John Brayshaw from Wakefield, West Yorkshire, UK was doing some gardening during Covid-19 
lockdown when he unearthed a 1955/56 Ford Popular 103e in his back garden. (Picture: SWNS)
The Ford Popular 103e was built in England between 1953-62, with a Ford Sidevalve 1172 cc, 
30 bhp (22 kW),four-cylinder engine



A Ford Popular 103e with less dirt on it
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   John D. Porter
          MLO-45842 
     NMLS ID:40445
           Executive Vice President
                 P. 253.234.2202
                 F. 253.234.2203
    john@mortgagemasterwa.com
       20425 72nd Ave S Suite 210 
               Kent, WA 98032
http://www.mortgagemasterwa.com/john

           
   Red’s Vintage Parts
       info@reds-vintage-parts.com
           22950 Bednar Lane
         Fort Bragg CA 95437-9518
           (707) 964-3230

Bearings                                                 Red Hamilton
Used & New Engine Parts Author of Red’s Engine Talk in V8 Times
Exhaust Manifolds

Specialty Supplier for Engine Parts for Flathead Ford V8 including V8-60
     Tech help and stories at reds-vintage-parts.com

From Ray Bunn, a photo of him, Pete and Lois 
Lowman from the Western Meet in 2006.
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      2020 Event Calendar   
General meetings start at 7:00pm at Haller Lake United Methodist Church located at: 13055 1st Ave NE, Seattle, WA 
98125 unless otherwise announced. MEETING DAY: 2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH 
Board meetings start at 6:00pm at the same location and date as the monthly general meetings
T

                January
9th   General meeting.
 Program:  Movie and Pizza 

9th Board meeting @ Haller Lake 
Church at 6:00 pm

                    February
13th   General meeting.
 Program: Trivia Contest

13th Board meeting @ Haller Lake 
Church at 6:00 pm
15/16th   Early Bird Swap Meet in 
Puyallup

                     March
12th     General Meeting
Program: Canceled, see Mike’s 
message page 12
12th Board Meeting Canceled, see 
Mike’s message page 12

                  April
3,4,5 Portland Swap Meet Can-
celed

9th  General meeting 
 Canceled 
9th Board meeting at 6:00 pm  
Via conference call

                        May
 14th   General meeting Remote 
only, on the phone, look for a 
email update from our President

14th Board meeting at 6:00 pm via 
conference call

16th – 17th   Monroe Swap Meet.
Canceled

                    June
11th  General meeting at 7:00 pm. 
Remote only, see page 5 

11th Board meeting at 6:30 pm
  Remote only, see page 5
27th Greenwood car show “Rolling 
and Virtual” ? check https://www.
greenwoodcarshow.com/ 

                    July
9th   General Meeting.  Maybe at 
Triple XXX Rootbeer Drive-in ??
  

                 August
13th  General meeting
 Program: 

13th  Board meeting 

                September 

10th General meeting
 Program: 
  
10th  Board meeting

                   October
8th   General Meeting
 Program: 
 
8th  Board meeting 
 

                   November
12th  General meeting 

 Program: 
  
12th  Board meeting

                 December
 10th  General meeting  
 Program:    
 
 
No Board meeting


