
 

A Pontiac and Ford Chance Encounter Makes for A Fine Friendship 

 

By Guy Generaux 

 

In late May, Pam & I were walking our poodle in our North Capitol Hill neighborhood, when a fetching sight 

caught my attention. Cruising past us was a gorgeous late ‘30s convertible. The car slowed at the intersection 

down the street, as I was waving enthusiastically to get the driver’s attention. Turning around, it traveled back 

our way, and parked across the street. A very cheerful fellow climbed out as I paced around the car, trying to 

determine the make. The driver introduced himself as Gary Cummings and quickly identified his convertible 

sedan as a 1937 Pontiac. I couldn’t recall ever seeing an example before. He had nicknamed the car 

“Kemosabe,” a reference from The Lone Ranger television show. 

 

Gary and I hit it off immediately. Turns out, he had parked in front of the house he and his wife had owned 

many years prior, before their move to a Lake Washington waterfront home in Laurelhurst. Gary explained he 

was out for a test drive in advance of a major journey to Pontiac, Michigan for the 100th anniversary 

celebration of the Pontiac brand. I told him I was fortunate to travel back to Dearborn for a similar Early Ford 

event in 2003, although I flew the distance. I was reminded that at least five PSRG members (including past 

club presidents Ken Petersen & Pete Lowman) had made the drive in their Early V8s. Since our house was close 

by, we invited Gary to spin over to see the garage. We kicked tires, compared flatheads and shared fun stories. 

From our good hour of conversation, it was discovered we held much in common. He had owned his Pontiac 

since his senior year in high school, while I had acquired my ’40 Ford ragtop in college. We both had driven our 

wives and newborns from the hospital to our Capitol Hill homes in our convertible’s decades earlier. As the 

afternoon flew by, Gary realized he’d better get back home before his wife sent out a search party.  

 

Gary Cummings with his 1937 Pontiac convertible sedan in front of his former Capitol Hill home. 
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A few days later, Gary was in touch with an invitation to see his garage. We commiserated on his preparation 

for the 4,800+ round trip undertaking less than a month away. He had thoroughly researched his route and 

schedule details. And, every nook and cranny of the convertible was crammed with tools and spare parts. 

Gary’s good friend Malcom, would serve as  co-pilot for their adventure. Gary then extended an invitation to a 

“Bon Voyage” party hosted at their home two days prior to the June 19 departure. However, the invite came 

with a request: he asked Pam & I to show up with our ’47 Ford woodie. We gladly obliged.  

 

Gary leads a toast with co-pilot Malcom at their Bon Voyage party. Guy and Pam Generaux cheer at the driver’s 

side rear fender. 

 



 

Over the six-day eastward trip, Gary & Malcom were confronted with a few minor problems, but those hiccups 

were swiftly resolved. Approximately 500 cars showed up for the 100th Anniversary event. While it was 

definitely an enjoyable experience, Gary lamented the Pontiac Club membership was far different than the one 

we enjoy, as members of the Early Ford V8 Club. There were few cars from the 1930s-40s and even 1950s 

represented. The vast majority of attendees drove Firebird, Grand Prix, LeMans and GTO models -- not to 

mention a smattering of Bonnevilles, Trans Ams and other various examples. “It was a very diverse mix of 

owners,” said Gary, “and most didn’t share much in common with cars from our era.” With some calculating, 

Gary determined his trek was the longest-distance traveled to the meet, and he proved to be correct. He was 

recognized for the achievement, but no trophy accompanied the announcement. 

 

Gary was, however, rewarded with something even better: several minutes of TV fame. A reporter for a local 

Detroit-area station took a like liking to Gary and the ’37 for a segment on their nightly news broadcast. Gary lit 

up the screen with his engaging personality, while the convertible stole the show. Following this story, please 

click on the link to view the segment. 

 

The return voyage to Seattle proved more challenging with a severely blown tire that almost took out 

Kemosabe. Another time, the headlights weren’t functioning as Malcom & Gary had to depart in 5:00 a.m. 

darkness to catch a ferry. Unable to resolve the issue, they duct-taped two high-powered flashlights to the 

car’s bumper and safely reached their destination. “It was a rural area and so early, there wasn’t much traffic,” 

mused Gary, “Luckily we made it without incident.” While Gary is glad he made the excursion, it’s not 

something he would want to do again. “I’m sticking close to home for a while,” he chuckled. Gary kept a 

detailed daily report with photos on his entire pilgrimage. It is a highly entertaining narrative. Below is a link. 

Also, if you want to learn more about this special event, Goggle Pontiac 100th Anniversary to find numerous 

articles and videos. 

 

 

The Pontiac Pilgrimage 

docs.google.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

83-year-old drives 1937 Pontiac from Seattle to Pontiac for 

centennial celebration 

https://www.wxyz.com/news/83-year-old-drives-1937-pontiac-from-

seattle-to-pontiac-for-centennial-celebration 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cjq_jtPUG0-y871ge4jMzln92BTkUuFWs2_Jq0qfwAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cjq_jtPUG0-y871ge4jMzln92BTkUuFWs2_Jq0qfwAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wxyz.com/news/83-year-old-drives-1937-pontiac-from-seattle-to-pontiac-for-centennial-celebration
https://www.wxyz.com/news/83-year-old-drives-1937-pontiac-from-seattle-to-pontiac-for-centennial-celebration
https://www.wxyz.com/news/83-year-old-drives-1937-pontiac-from-seattle-to-pontiac-for-centennial-celebration
https://www.wxyz.com/news/83-year-old-drives-1937-pontiac-from-seattle-to-pontiac-for-centennial-celebration


From Guy Generaux  -  

In the September/October edition of the V8 Times magazine, PSRG is prominently featured on pages 68-70 

Regional Group News. The article is about our recent Tour of the Year and was submitted by Guy Generaux. 

You can view it online now or watch for it in your hard copy when it comes in the mail! The Brothers Hot 

August Night cruise-in event raised $45,000 for charity. 

 

    



 

 



 

 

From the Ford Fan Club 

 

 

From Hi-Country RGP#28 



 

 

From Australia RGP#94 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Following more pictures below … 



 

 

         

 

       
 



Important Ford Car Events in October 
Several landmark moments in Ford’s history occurred in October, shaping the company and the 

automotive industry. 

October 1, 1908 – First Model T Production 

On this date, the first Ford Model T rolled off the assembly line at Ford’s Piquette Avenue Plant in 

Detroit, Michigan. Henry Ford’s vision of a mass-produced, affordable car was realized, and the Model 

T quickly became the most influential car of the 20th century. By 1918, over half of all cars on U.S. 

roads were Model Ts . 

October 1913 – Moving Assembly Line Introduced 

Although the first experiments began earlier, in October 1913 Ford’s Highland Park Plant began 

operating the world’s first moving assembly line for Model T production. This innovation slashed 

production time from about 10 hours to under 6, drastically reducing costs and increasing output, 

revolutionizing manufacturing worldwide. 

October 1, 1908 – First Overseas Sales Branch 

Ford also opened its first overseas sales branch in Paris, France, marking the beginning of global 

expansion. 

October 1, 1910 – Manufacturing Shift to Highland Park 

Ford moved its manufacturing operations to the Highland Park Plant in Michigan, which became the 

site of the moving assembly line. 

October 1, 1911 – First Plant Outside North America 

Ford opened its first assembly plant outside the U.S. in Trafford Park, Manchester, England. 

October 1, 1909 – Sales Company in London 

Ford established its first sales company in London, England. 

These October milestones reflect Ford’s rapid growth from a small Detroit operation into a global 

automotive leader, driven by innovation, mass production, and international reach. FORDification.com 

 
 

                                        

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=56f736e1673b52a9c434b7a00a84147b35eb31b35c2d55c217ac841c2f11a9f6JmltdHM9MTc4ODk5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2e75526e-51a3-6896-2bb4-417e5019696c&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yZGlmaWNhdGlvbi5jb20vdGltZWxpbmUuaHRt&ntb=1


 Why October Matters in History 
October stands out because so many of its historical events involve moments of pressure.  

Wars reached their conclusion.  

Governments faced collapse. 

Revolutions challenged old systems. 

Markets rose and fell.  

Explorers entered unfamiliar lands. 

National leaders made decisions with consequences that stretched far beyond their own 

lifetimes. 

Throughout history, October has been associated with:  

• major battles and military victories 

• revolutions and political change 

• American independence 

• exploration and westward expansion 

• religious reform 

• economic crisis 

• scientific and technological advancement 

• Cold War confrontation 

• cultural traditions and national remembrance 

That range makes October one of the strongest months to study for readers interested in both 

famous historical events and forgotten stories that deserve more attention.  
 

 

 

 

I apologize; I didn’t add this remembrance in the September’s newsletter.  This was a day in 

history that no-one person, no matter where you were, will ever forget the senseless attack 

on American soil. 

 

                 



 



 

 

From the Ford Fan RGP #19 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

PSRG 18 Board Meeting - September 12 2026 
Present: Bill Meade, Paul Keller, Mary Lamken, Rich Troberg, Dean Arnold 
Additional: Carol Keenholts, Louie Moore, Mike Rees, Trina Rees, Sharon  
Meeting Called to order: 1:10 pm, quorum not met 

Announcements:  

Treasurer: Mark not available; financial data was provided. 

Swap Meet: May 15/16 with set up beginning May 13/14 

• Board must do a Swap Meet review.  

• Peter DuPre, Publisher of the Yellow Book, wants the date of the Swap Meet. Discussed advertising 
there. Paul Keller will confirm the dates and the advertising. Discussion regarding advertising ensued.  
Most think we should have a full-page ad this year. An email vote will be requested of the board. 

• We can trade a stall at the meet for books, pending a vote of the board. 
Nominations: 
President: Paul – more than 2 years 
Vice President – Bill @ 2 years 
Secretary – Mary – more than 2 years 
Treasurer – Bob – more than 2 years 
Directors:  
Rich Troberg – More than 2 years 
Chris Knudsen – more than 2 years 
Jackie Blumenstetter – More than 2 years 
Mark Kennholts – 2 years 
Amy Quilizapa – 1 year 
1 unfilled position in 2026 
Banquet: 
Will be held at The Eagles, at 2:00 pm 
Bill and Mary will look into entertainment 

 Christmas Meeting: 

o Catered by Don’t Worry Brie Happy 
o Normal meeting time with gift exchange 

Eagles Work Party: 9/19, at 9:00 am,  

 Snacks provided; bring tools if you have them. 
 Announced the work party to the Club – may generate some volunteers. 
Emailing Problems: 

Dean Arnold discussed the email issues. Many different people are sending to club members. Comcast 
emails are a problem, as they are moving to Yahoo. “Properly” authorizing emails is a significant issue. 

When sending an email: your email and the EFV8Club.org are put in the header, the email client flags it 
as not understanding “WHO” is sending the email. 



Workaround: Those who send group emails must do it from an EFV8.org domain. Dean can create an 
email address for those who send group emails, so they can use it to send to the club.  

Recommendations:  

• for those who send emails: use the provided email address 

• Set up an SMS text messaging service, publish the email list to the service (Dean will maintain it), and 
we can send whole-group texts. These are checked more often than email and may prove more 
effective.  

• SMS costs approximately $35-$65 per month, depending on usage. This gives the club an 800 phone 
number for the group. 

Bylaws: 

• Mary will scan the bylaws to create an electronic copy. This will be sent out so members can highlight 
and request changes.  

• The Board will then meet and vote on the changes and publish them to the membership for a vote. 

• The tool library replaced the by-laws – we may need to print both. 
New Business: 

• Becky and Bob Eliert’s ’42 Merc station wagon was worked on by Bill and Mark; they are working on a 
date to remove the motor to diagnose the issue. There will be a work party, and for camaraderie, it 
would be nice to have a few hands-on decks. Not all can work, but it is a nice social event, too. Bill 
Meade will announce the next work party day and provide the address. 

Meeting Adjourned: 2:02 pm. 

 

 

ROSTER UPDATE:  no update 

 

 

 
● Lloyd has a ‘32 Z-8 engine complete and running. These are not easy to get – 21 stud.  
 

● 1951 Ford Shoebox custom paint, have tire skirts, brand new tires and drum brakes (also have disc 
brake kit, included) runs and drives great. Has overdrive - $20,000  
Contact Jesse at 425-577-2664 

     



● Selling my 40+ year collection of model cars. Most are Franklin Mint and Danbury Mint classics. Some 

Matchbox series, big trucks and other miscellaneous collector models. Approximately 250 models. Many 
are in unopened boxes, All are in perfect condition. Will sell entire collection or individual pieces at highly 
discounted prices. Call Steve Balint 206-387-4000 (Shoreline). 
 

     

 

● 1940 Ford Tudor Deluxe Sedan, good paint, perfect driving condition, front disc brakes, Columbia 2 

speed, 49merc flathead w/ Holley 4-barrel, great interior, $30,000  
contact Scott Kilmer at 253-355-0847  

    
 

 

●  Ed King’s 1936 four door convertible is available for sale: $36,500. 

It is a lovely car, drives extremely well with a good engine, Columbia rear end, recent radials, factory radio 
and heater.  Very well sorted. 
 
Wanted the area members to have first option before I go the Bring-a-trailer route.  Ah! Forgot to 
mention: Speedometer inoperative, otherwise, the car is a very sound car. 
 
Contact Lee Harman  425 510-8269 
 

         

   

 



 

 

 

● For Sale: 1949 Ford Custom Coupe.  

Fully detailed 302ci with C4 auto. Fatman Engineering IFS rack and pinion 
suspension with power disc brakes. 8" rear with drum brakes. Lowered 
Ride tech adjustable shocks on all four. Custom interior with all Lokar 
accessories and Lacarra steering wheel. I did it tilt steering column. 
 
If you're looking for a trustworthy touring car with one finger steering, 
power brakes and a silky smooth ride, this car is for you! 
 
It needs nothing! No issues!   $18,000 obo. Contact Scott 206 354 7016  

 

 

 

 

 ● For sale Modified 1932 Ford 2dr 

I am selling my 32 Ford 2dr which was modified in the early 1940’s during 
WW2 when all auto production shifted to the war effort.   
The original owners of this car needed a pickup truck to be used for various 
small hauling chores on a small farm in the Midwest. The back half of the 2dr 
was removed and replaced with a wooden bed from a Conestoga wagon 
which the family had used to move to their location in the 1800s. 
The car is an early build, April or May. The original motor has been replaced 
with a 1938 motor and is in very good shape. The original floor starter button 
has been replaced with a push button on the dash. 
Other than the wooden wagon bed, the 1938 flat head motor and the push 
button for the starter, everything on the car is what came with when new. The 
right front fender developed a small split, which my father repaired with a 
thin back strap to stop further splitting. The car was originally painted green 
with black fenders; my father painted the car maroon with black fenders in 
1985. I purchased the car from my father in 1987 and my wife and I drove it to 
a national meet in Victoria British Columbia, along with other smaller local 
meets. We have had the car in garage storage for the last 30 years. 
This car has never had any major damage and very little if any minor damage, 
it is a very solid automobile. 
I am the third owner of this unique automobile; my father was the second 
owner. 
The following parts are new and have either been replaced, or go with the car. 
Door handles, /running boards/hub caps/Firestone ww tires/front and rear 
bumpers/rear frame horn covers with all necessary rubber parts. 
Sell price is $12,500.00     John and Sara Synder at (509) 682-1424    
 

 

 



 

 

●  Mike Dermond’s friend has a 40 convertible and 55 T-bird for sale.  Mike restored the 40 many years 

ago when he lived in Lynnwood.  Contact info for those interested- Bob Hamre 208-819-1049.  The cars are 
both in Idaho. 

   
 

● Selling a NOS 51 Ford trunk lid in original red oxide primer for sale $250.   

Mike Dermond 206-962-9337 

 

● Mike has a 1952 3 speed (non-overdrive) transmission with bell housing which was given to me. Free to 

anyone who wants it.  Mike Dermond 206-962-9337  

 

 

 

 

Dean Arnold’s Anique Auto Parts Dollar sale information next page… 



 

Leads & Needs listings are free for club members.  



All listings will run for 3 months unless they are renewed or terminated early. Contact Mike and 

Trina to have them kept in another month or to have them removed earlier.  

E-mail your listing to the newsletter editor at editor@ efv8psrg.org. or call 206-778-9097 

 

Your editors are always looking for articles or photos (bragging about your car or a funny story 

with another member) for the newsletter, please send them our way at editor@efv8psrg.org               

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Greyhound Grp 

mailto:editor@efv8psrg.org


 



 



  
From the Greyhound Express 

 
From the Greyhound Express 



    

 

 

From the second ford treasury of favorite recipes 



           

Special thanks to all the club members for article submissions! 

 

From Looney Tunes!         

January 
10th   General meeting at 2pm. 
Meeting. Board meeting at 1 pm 

February 
14th General meeting at 2pm. 
Meeting. Board meeting at 1 pm 
 
14-15th 57th Annual Early Bird  
Swap Meet Puyallup 

March 
14th No Board/General meeting.  
 
14th Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 
 
PSRG Ford club forms in 1969 

April  
11th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm 

May  
9th General meeting at 2pm.  
Board meeting 1pm  
 
16-17 Monroe Auto Swap Meet 

June  
6th Fox Island Tour CANCELLED  
 
13th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm  
 
27th Greenwood Car Show 

July  
11th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm 
 
19th North Bend Car Show 
                                                
 
 
 
 

 

August  
2nd Fox Island Tour – Back on 
 
8th General meeting at 2pm.  
Board meeting at 1 pm - CANCELLED 
 
9th Club Picnic 
 
15th Redmond Eagles Club car show 
 
20-21st Tour of the Year 
 
29th 48th LeMay Annual Show     

     

September  
7th Graham Labor Day car show 
 
12th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     

October  
10th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm 
 
10th-11th   Dean Arnold’s Antique 
Auto Parts Dollar sale 9am-1pm    

                                                   

November  
14th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1pm 
 
21st Ford Club Thanksgiving Banquet 
@ 2pm. 

December  
12th General meeting at 2pm. 
Board meeting at 1 pm – with gift 
exchange 
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